
I t has been some time since 
the last issue of our newslet-

ter. There have been several 
changes in Leicester. First, our 
newsletter has a new face. Our 
website has also received some 
new input (www.gauranga.org).

Most important, however, is 
that we have, by the mercy of 
Lord Caitanya and the Vaishna-
vas, been able to open a new 
Preaching Centre in Leicester. 
This is proof that the preaching 
is expanding more and more.

We just returned from the Holy 
Dham of Vrindavan where we 
had the blissful and ecstatic 
association of His Holiness Rad-
hanatha Swami along with 
some 2000 devotees from 
Mumbai and Pune. It was an 
unforgettable experience.

By Srimati Radharani’s incon-
ceivable mercy we have been 
able to bring back with us the 
most extraordinarily beautiful 
deities of Lord Caitanya and 
Nityananda Prabhu. These Lords 
have now been installed in 
Leicester.

Also by Radharani’s inconceiva-
ble mercy Nandini Radha, one 
of our devotees, received diksa 
initiation from His Holiness 

Jayapataka Swami in Vrinda-
van.

This issue will introduce you to 
our new Centre, its aims and 
objectives and what has been 
accomplished so far. It also fea-
tures a short report on our 
Gaura Purnima celebration with 
some pictures of Their Lord-
ships’ abhisheka. Moreover, you 
will find a report on our ‘Food 
for Life’ prasadam distribution 
programme as well as a report 
about our ‘Shastra Dhana - 

Books for Schools’ 
programme.

We very much 
hope you will like this edition of 
the Leicester Newsletter.

With much affection and love I 
beg to remain your servant in 
the service of Srila Prabhupada,

Gauranga Sundara das

T he Leicester Hare Krishna 
Centre for Vedic Studies 

aims to involve the local stu-
dent community. It is ideally 
situated for this being only five 
minutes away from Leicester’s 
University and not more than 
ten minutes from the City Cen-
tre.

Our aim is to not only reach the 
Hindu community but also other 
communities who have little or 
no exposure to Krishna Con-
sciousness, thus complementing 

the overall preaching in Leices-
ter.

To accomplish that, we want to 
build and train a team of devo-
tees who can engage full-time 
in the activities of devotional 
service and thus spread Krishna 
Consciousness far and wide.

Prasadam distribution is also 
one of our aims. We want to 
extend our ‘Food for Life’ pro-
gramme not only to the home-

less and needy but to all 
sections of society.

We aim to do regular harinam 
sankirtan (public street chant-
ing), thus giving the Holy Name 
to everyone.

Moreover, we aim to place Srila 
Prabhupada’s transcendental 
literature into homes, schools, 
hospitals and other public insti-
tutions.

Varsana, the abode of Srimati Radhika

Hare Krishna Centre for Vedic Studies 
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S ri Sri Nitai Saci-Sundar are 
our beloved deities at the 

Hare Krishna Centre in Leices-
ter.

His Holiness Bhakti Ballabh Puri 
Gosvami attended the installa-
tion of Their Lordships during 

the official open-
ing of the Centre 
on 13 March 
2005, the ap-
pearance day of 
Sri Purusottama 
Dasa Thakura.

Maharaja is an 
initiating spiritual 
master of the 
International So-
ciety for Krishna 
Consciousness 
(ISKCON). He has 
established a 
flourishing com-
munity of devo-
tees in Scotland.

Devotees from throughout the 
UK came to celebrate the instal-
lation of the deities and the 
opening of the Centre.

More than 150 different bhoga 
preparations were offered to 
Their Lordships who blessed 
everyone who came forward to 
pay their respects.

Devotees again and again were 
stunned by the extraordinary 
beauty of the two Lords who 
descended on Leicester to en-
gulf all people in the sankirtana 
movement of the chanting of 
the Holy Name and to also ask 
everyone to spread this Holy 
Name throughout the land.

Lord Caitanya and Nityananda 
Prabhu are the most merciful 
incarnations of Godhead. They 
appeared 500 years ago to 
freely distribute love of God to 
everyone.

The deities received Their first 
abhisheka bath with panchamri-
ta, i.e. milk, yogurt, honey, 
sugar and ghee. Thereafter 
Their blindfold was taken off. 
Then They were dressed in a 
beautiful new outfit. 

It was overwhelming to see so 
much support from so many 
devotees not only from Leices-
ter but from throughout the UK. 
It was more than we could have 
ever hoped for. We are eternally 
grateful for such a strong show 
of sympathy and enthusiasm for 
the new Centre.

His Holiness Bhakti Ballabh Puri 
Gosvami gave an inspiring talk 
about the most merciful Lord 
Gauranga. Devotees had ar-
ranged a sound system to ena-
ble everyone to listen to the 
talk.

Maharaja is an initiating spirit-
ual master of the International 
Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness, ISKCON. He came all the 
way from Scotland to attend the 
installation of the deities during 
the official opening of the Cen-
tre.

He is heading a community of 
devotees in Scotland, Karuna 
Bhavan, one of the many 
branches of the International 
Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness (ISKCON).

Karuna Bhavan is near Lesma-
hagow, which is between and 
slightly south of Edinburgh and 
Glasgow. The Scottish devotees 
preach throughout Scotland and 
Northern England, distribute 
books, run Nama Hatta pro-
grams and do some festivals. 
The Scottish yatra is amongst 
the world leaders in book distri-
bution. Devotees are famous for 
their 'GOURANGA!' Campaign.

Tusta Krishna Prabhu from the 
Manchester Hare Krishna Centre 
conducted the abhisheka bath-
ing ceremony for the deities. He 
is a qualified Brahmin and pujari 
(priest) as well as a skilled mr-
dangam (drum) player.
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Sri Sri Nitai Saci-Sundar
Deity Installation 13 March 2005

His Holiness Bhakti Ballabh Puri Goswami

Sri Sri Nitai Saci-Sundar, the most beautiful Lords at the Hare Krishna Centre in Leicester



T usta Krishna Prabhu made 
sure that the kirtan for Their 

Lordships was so contagious 
that no one was able to escape 
the transcendental atmosphere. 
Devotees were shouting out on 
top of their voice again and 
again 'GOURANGA! GOURAN-
GA!'

At one point Puri Ma-
haraja stopped the 
kirtan and ask every-
one to call out loudly 
for the Lord to ap-
pear. It became obvi-
ous to everyone 
present that the Lord 
had actually made His 
divine decent, mani-
festing Himself in the 
beautiful forms of Sri 
Sri Nitai Saci-Sundar.

Many of the devotees 
present where so overwhelmed 
by the sheer beauty of Sri Sri 
Nitai Saci-Sundar that they took 
photos in order to share them 
with their family members and 
friends. They felt sad that oth-
ers were not so fortunate to 
witness the actual appearance 
of Their Lordships.

One of the devotees remarked 
‘it was the best day I ever had 
in my life.’ Others felt fortunate 
to be present to taste the tran-
scendental experience. Again 
others said they felt touched by 
the sheer beauty of Their Lord-
ships and that they could hardly 
take their eyes off Their divine 
forms.

However, everyone agreed that 
the abhisheka deeply inspired 
them, especially when honey 
and yogurt covered the divine 
forms of the Lords.

It is tradition to offer at least 
108 bhoga preparations to the 
Lords for Their appearance. 
Devotees from all quarters 
came forward to cook for the 

deities. The final count revealed 
that there were at least 150 
different bhoga preparations. In 
fact much of the temple room 
floor was covered by these of-
ferings of love, made by devo-
tees from Leicester and other 
parts of the country.

These offerings of devotion 
were thankfully accepted by 
Their Lordships, who recipro-
cated by giving Their blessings.

The gorgeous Gaura arati was 
one of the highlights of the cele-
bration. The temple room was 
packed with eager devotees to 
see The Lords in Their new out-
fit. Many had to stand in the 
doorway and in the next room. 
The atmosphere was spiritually 
surcharged with the chanting of 
the Holy Name and with the 
loud callings of 'GOURANGA!' 
Everyone was immersed in feel-
ings of spiritual ecstasy. Lord 
Gauranga and Nityananda Pra-
bhu have finally appeared in 
Leicester. Some remarked that 
it felt just like if it was Gaura 
Purnima.

Puri Maharaja sang and read the 
translation of 'nitai pada-kama-
la', a beautiful song by Srila 
Narottama dasa Thakura.

“The lotus feet of Lord Nity-
ananda are a shelter where one 

will get the sooth-
ing moonlight not 
only of one, but of 
millions of moons.

“If the world wants 
to have real peace, 
it should take shel-
ter of Lord Nity-
ananda. Unless one 
takes shelter under 
the shade of the 
lotus feet of Lord 
Nityananda, it will 
be very difficult for 
him to approach 

Radha-Krishna. If one actually 
wants to enter into the dancing 
party of Radha-Krishna, he 
must firmly catch hold of the 
lotus feet of Lord Nityananda.”

Devotees, friends and support-
ers of the Hare Krishna Centre 
got together and prepared over 
150 bhoga preparations for 
Their Lordships. This is a shin-
ing example of dedicated serv-
ice with love and devotion.

Krishna does not ask very 
much, 'patram puspam phalam 
toyam', a leaf, a flower, fruit or 
water offered with love and de-
votion; Krishna will accept it, 
what to speak of all those deli-
cious preparations which were 
offered by so many faithful dev-
otees of the Lord.

Other devotees took charge of 
preparing the entire feast with 
rice, dhal, subjis etc. Everyone 
was inspired to do something 
for Their Lordships. There was 
no shortage of love and devo-
tion anywhere and those some-
what still hesitant were quickly 
drawn into the deep mood of 
unmotivated devotional service 
to Sri Sri Nitai Saci-Sundar.

Radhakanta mataji 
from the Manchester 
Hare Krishna Temple 
had the privilege to 
offer the first arati to 
the newly installed 
deities.

“All glories, all glories 
to the beautiful arati 
ceremony of Lord 
Caitanya! This Gaura-
arati is being per-
formed in a grove on 
the bank of the Gan-
ges and is captivating 
everyone in the uni-
verse.

“On Lord Caitanya's 
right is Lord Nityanan-
da, and on His left is 
Sri Gadadhara. Nearby stands 
Sri Advaita, and Srivasa 
Thakura holds an umbrella over 
Lord Caitanya's head.

“Lord Caitanya has sat down on 
a jeweled throne, and Lord 
Brahma and the other demigods 
are performing His arati.

“As Narahari Sarakara and other 
associates of Lord Caitanya fan 
Him with camaras, Sanjaya 
Pandita, Mukunda Datta, Vasu 
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The temple room filled with devotees from throughout the UK

More than 150 bhoga preparations

Puri Maharaja speaks about the most merciful Lord Gauranga



Ghosa and other devotees sing 
sweet kirtana .

“Conchshells, bells, and karata-
las resound, and the mrdangas 
play very sweetly. This kirtana 
music is supremely sweet and 
relishable to hear.

“The brilliance of Lord Caitan-
ya's face conquers millions upon 
millions of moons, and the gar-
land of forest flowers around 
His neck shines.

“Lord Siva, Sukadeva Gosvami, 
and Narada Muni are all 
present, and their voices are 
choked with the great ecstasy 
of transcendental love. Thus 
Thakura Bhaktivinoda envisions 
the glory of Lord Sri Caitanya.”

A mystical atmosphere had de-
scended directly from the spirit-
ual abode. Everyone was able to 
feel the presence of the Lord in 
His most beautiful deity form as 
Sri Sri Nitai Saci-Sundar. Devo-
tees were intensely engaged in 
chanting the Holy Name, which 
is the yuga dharma  for this age.

This process of worship is rec-
ommended in all revealed scrip-
tures such as the Vedic 
literature, the Koran, the Bible 
etc. The congregational chant-
ing of the names of God imme-
diately elevates one to the 
transcendental platform, free 
from anxiety and distress.

The bhoga offerings kept com-
ing in in great numbers. It was 
originally thought of to offer 
20-30 or perhaps with great 
endeavour 108 preparations. 
This has been far surpassed by 
devotees bringing with them 
150 bhoga offerings and more.

The Lords wanted to make 
Their grand appearance. They 
didn't care about formalities, 
time or place or any institu-
tional policies. They wanted to 
come and give Their most ben-
eficial darshan to all the people 
of Leicester and beyond.

Devotees listened attentively 
to what Puri Maharaja had to 
say. Maharaja explained the 
effects of chanting 'Gouranga', 
the most merciful name of 
God. There is no consideration 
of offences in chanting these 
names.

Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
descended in this age of kali 
to deliver the most fallen souls 
and bring them back to His 
divine abode.

The process is easy and sub-
lime. The congregational 
chanting of the names of God 
is therefore the process for 
Self Realisation for this age.
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Sri Sri Nitai Saci-Sundar
Gaura Purnima 2005


